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Background 
Sacramento Suburban Water District (District) is a special district formed in 2002, as the result 
of a consolidation between Northridge Water District and Arcade Water District under the State 
of California’s County Water District Law. Located in the eastern suburbs of Sacramento, the 
District serves 194,444 customers through 46,722 service connections. The District has a long 
history of effective proactive water resource management by securing a diverse and sustainable 
water supply portfolio.  

The District’s primary water supply is groundwater.  The Sacramento Groundwater Authority 
manages the groundwater basin and has established sustainable pumping targets for each of the 
groundwater agencies in the Sacramento Region. To ensure effective resource management, the 
District has adopted a conjunctive use strategy to prioritize the use of surface water and bank its 
groundwater during wet years. The District has surface water agreements with the United States 
Bureau of Reclamation, Placer County Water Agency, San Juan Water District, and the City of 
Sacramento for various amounts of surface water when weather conditions permit.   

The following report outlines the District’s Annual Water Supply and Demand Assessment 
(AWSDA) inputs in accordance with California Water Code Section 10632.1 for the reporting 
period of July 1, 2023, through June 30, 2024.   

Report Table 1: Information 
The District provided water demand and water supply amounts in acre feet (AF).  Staff has 
identified March 1st through February 28th/29th, as the supplier’s annual assessment planning 
cycle as the District’s access to surface water is typically determined by March 1st of each year. 
See Figure 1. 

Report Table 2: Projected Unconstrained Water Demand 
In accordance with the AWSDA Guidance document provided by DWR, “The main purpose of 
Table 2 is to calculate next year’s estimated [unconstrained] demand...”. The District’s “next 
year’s” unconstrained water demand by customer class is estimated using Section 4, Table 4-5 of 
its 2020 Urban Water Management Plan (UWMP). Section 4, Table 4-5 projects an estimated 
unconstrained demand of 32,185 AF in 2025. The 2025 estimated demand is used as the 
projected unconstrained demand for report Table 2. SSWD is not projecting any demand impacts 
from water transfers for the 2023-2024 assessment period.  See Figure 2.  

Report Table 3: Projected Supplies 
In June 2010, the Sacramento Groundwater Authority developed a water accounting framework 
for the District which established an annual sustainable long-term average pumping estimate of 
35,035 AF.  The District may pump more than this amount in dry years and less than this amount 
in normal/wet years, as long as its long-term pumping average does not exceed 35,035 AF.  The 
AWSDA guidance document states: “…the Dry Year [water supply] will be applied over the 
twelve-month [reporting] period (July 1 – June 30)”and a “dry year” is based on a previous 
historic dry year, such as the driest year on record. According to Section 7.1.1 of the District’s 
2020 UWMP, SSWD’s available groundwater supply during dry years is greater than the average 



annual sustainable yield. Using the District’s long-term pumping average for the purposes of the 
AWSDA, the District’s projected water supply is 35,035 AF for the July 1, 2023 – June 30, 
2024, reporting period. See Figure 3.  

Report Table 4: Water Assessment 
Based on the District’s projected unconstrained demand and projected water supply, the District 
is projecting a 9% water supply surplus. See Figure 4.  

Report Table 5: Actions 
Based on the results of the analysis, the District is not projected to implement any increased 
water demand management actions for the July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024, reporting period. See 
Figure 5.  

Conclusion 
Just as its predecessor agencies, the District continues to safeguard and diversify its water 
supplies through effective resource management by acquiring various surface water agreements 
for conjunctive use. The District has banked enough groundwater to maintain a healthy, 
sustainable aquifer.  The Sacramento region has received enough rain and snow that the District 
will have access to all the water from its surface water agreements1 in 2023. Though Table 3 of 
the AWSDA asks for Projected Supplies in a dry year, the District has been utilizing surface 
water since January 1, 2023, and is projecting to use surface water (banking its groundwater) for 
the remainder of the supplier's annual assessment planning cycle. The District has invested in 
water conservation and demand management programs to effectively reduce average annual 
water demands. Through effective water supply management and water demand management, 
the District has adequate water supplies to provide 100% of its projected unconstrained water 
demands, without restriction, from July 1, 2023, to June 30, 2024.         

1 The District’s surface water agreements with Placer County Water Agency, San Juan Water District, and the City 
of Sacramento total 59,064 AF.  



Figures 

Figure 1: Reporting Table 1, Unconstrained Customer Demand by Customer Class 



Figure 2: Reporting Table 2, Unconstrained Customer Demand by Customer Class 



Figure 3: Reporting Table 3, Projected Water Supplies 



Figure 4: Reporting Table 4, Water Assessment 



Figure 5: Reporting Table 5, Actions 


