
Agenda 
Sacramento Suburban Water District 

Finance and Audit Committee 
 
 

3701 Marconi Avenue, Suite 100 Wednesday, January 20, 2021 
Sacramento, CA  95821 4:30 p.m. 
 
In accordance with the California Department of Public Health’s and the Governor’s 
Executive Orders N-29-20 and N-33-20, the District’s boardroom is closed and this meeting 
will take place solely by videoconference and teleconference. The public is invited to listen, 
observe, and provide comments during the meeting by either method provided for below. 
The Chairperson will call for public comment on each agenda item at the appropriate time 
and all votes will be taken by roll call. 
 
For members of the public interested in viewing and having the ability to comment at the 
public meeting via Zoom, an internet enabled computer equipped with a microphone and 
speaker or a mobile device with a data plan is required. Use of a webcam is optional. You 
also may call in to the meeting using teleconference without video. Please use the following 
login information for videoconferencing or teleconferencing: 
 

Join the meeting from a computer, tablet or smartphone: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86594171559?pwd=dGNqTVJRUmttSEl4UDlvOXBtdDBVQT09 

 
Meeting ID: 865 9417 1559 

Password: 949212 
 

You can also dial in using your phone:  1-669-900-6833 
 

New to Zoom? Get the app now and be ready when your first meeting starts: https://zoom.us/ 
 Please mute your line.   

 
Where appropriate or deemed necessary, the Committee may take action on any item listed on the 
agenda, including items listed as information items.  Public documents relating to any open session 
item listed on this agenda that are distributed to all or a majority of the members of the Board of 
Directors less than 72 hours before the meeting are available for public inspection in the customer 
service area of the District’s Administrative Office at the address listed above. 
 
The public may address the Committee concerning an agenda item either before or during the 
Committee’s consideration of that agenda item.  Persons who wish to comment on either agenda 
or non-agenda items should fill out a Comment Card and give it to the General Manager.  The 
President will call for comments at the appropriate time.  Comments will be subject to reasonable 
time limits (3 minutes).   
 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you have a disability, and you need a 
disability-related modification or accommodation to participate in this meeting, then please contact 
Sacramento Suburban Water District Human Resources at 916.679.3972.  Requests must be made 
as early as possible, and at least one full business day before the start of the meeting. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86594171559?pwd=dGNqTVJRUmttSEl4UDlvOXBtdDBVQT09
https://zoom.us/
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Call to Order 
 
Roll Call 
 
Announcements 
 
Public Comment 
This is an opportunity for the public to comment on non-agenda items within the subject matter 
jurisdiction of the Committee.  Comments are limited to 3 minutes. 
 
Consent Items 
The committee will be asked to approve all Consent Items at one time without discussion. 
Consent Items are expected to be routine and non-controversial. If any member of the 
Committee, staff or interested person requests that an item be removed from the Consent Items, 
it will be considered with the action items. 
 

1. Minutes of the August 10, 2020 Finance and Audit Committee Meeting 
Recommendation: Approve subject minutes. 
 

Items for Discussion and/or Action 
 

2. Pre-Field Work Discussion with Independent Auditor 
Recommendation: Discuss Scope and Timing of 2020 Audit with Maze and Associates. 
 

Adjournment 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
Upcoming Meetings: 
Monday, January 25, 2021, at 5:45 p.m., Financing Corporation Meeting 
Monday, January 25, 2021, at 6:00 p.m., Regular Board Meeting 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

I certify that the foregoing agenda for the January 20, 2021 meeting of the Sacramento Suburban 
Water District Finance and Audit Committee was posted by January 14, 2021 in a publicly-
accessible location at the Sacramento Suburban Water District office, 3701 Marconi Avenue, 
Suite 100, Sacramento, California, and was made available to the public during normal business 
hours.  
 
      

       
Dan York 
General Manager/Secretary 
Sacramento Suburban Water District 
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Minutes 
 

Sacramento Suburban Water District 
Finance and Audit Committee 

Monday, August 10, 2020 
 

Location: 
Video and Audio Conference Only at 1-669-900-6833, or Zoom at Meeting Id #816 5474 4319 

 
Call to Order – Videoconference/Audioconference Meeting 
Chair Thomas called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 
 
Roll Call 
Directors Present:  Kevin Thomas and Robert Wichert.  
 
Directors Absent: None. 
 
Staff Present: General Manager Dan York, Director of Finance and Administration Jeff 

Ott, Assistant General Manager Mike Huot, Lynn Pham, and Heather 
Hernandez-Fort. 

  
Public Present: Craig Locke.   
 
Announcements 
General Manager Dan York (GM York) announced that Director Locke was present at the 
meeting, but that he was not permitted to comment, as he was not a committee member.  
 
Public Comment 
None. 
 
Consent Items 
 

1. Minutes of the June 30, 2020, Finance and Audit Committee Meeting 
Director Wichert moved to approve the minutes of the June 30, 2020, Finance and Audit 
Committee meeting, Chair Thomas seconded. The motion passed by unanimous vote.  
 

AYES: Thomas and Wichert.  ABSTAINED:  
NOES:  RECUSED:  
ABSENT:    

 
Items for Discussion and/or Action 

 
2. New Auditing Firm 

Jeff Ott (Mr. Ott) presented the staff report. 
 
The committee requested a copy of the evaluation ranking spreadsheet be sent to them.  
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Mr. Ott answered several clarifying questions on the evaluation ranking spreadsheet.  
 
Director Wichert noted he was happy with any of the top three ranked firms, and that he 
was additionally ok continuing to use Richardson & Company. with a new lead person.  
 
Chair Thomas commented that although he was very happy with Richardson & 
Company, he thought it might be good to get a new set of eyes for next year’s audit.  
 
The committee agreed to recommend Maze & Associates to the full Board with a 
recommendation to approve them as the audit firm for 2020.  
 

3. 2021 Budget Assumptions 
Mr. Ott presented the staff report. 
 
Director Wichert requested to update the budgeted cost for the City of Sacramento water 
(item 4b) to the expected rate and change Footnote (B) of the Key Assumptions to reflect 
the actual contract amount.  
 
GM York expressed he would contact the City of Sacramento to try to solidify the rate for 
2021.  
 
Discussion ensued regarding the price and amount of water.  
 
Director Wichert inquired why the COLA was only projected to be 0.8%.  
 
Mr. Ott expressed that 0.8% was what the United States Bureau of Labor Statistics reported 
as the 12 month figure for June 2020 for the West – Size Class B/C category.  
 
Director Wichert inquired why the merit increase was estimated at 5%.  
 
GM York explained that the Employee Benefits Ad Hoc Committee recommended to 
review the rate further, and staff proposed to use what staff research indicated to be a public 
works standard, which is 5%. He explained that the Employee Benefits Ad Hoc Committee 
was reviewing the item at their next meeting.  
 
The Committee recommended to provide the staff recommendations to the full Board at 
the next regular Board meeting with support to approve what is recommended. Director 
Wichert just noted to modify the City of Sacramento Footnote section as discussed.  
 

Adjournment 
Chair Thomas adjourned the meeting at 5:36 p.m. 
 
             
      Dan York 
      General Manager/Secretary 
      Sacramento Suburban Water District 



 

 

Agenda Item:  2 

Date: January 20, 2021 
  
Subject: Pre-Field Work Discussion with Independent Auditor 
  
Staff Contact: Jeffery S. Ott, Director of Finance and Administration 
 
 
Recommended Committee Action: 
Discuss areas of focus and concerns the Finance and Audit Committee feels are pertinent to the 
2020 financial statements with the Independent Auditor. Receive Auditor confirmation of the 
audit scope. 
 
Discussion: 
The Finance and Audit Committee (Committee) has the authority to manage the audit on behalf 
of the District’s Board of Directors per the Finance and Audit Committee Charter sections 
100.20 and 200.10. The firm of Maze and Associates was selected as the District’s new Auditor 
at the September 21, 2020 regular Board Meeting. President Thomas signed the Engagement 
Letter on September 22, 2020 (see Attachment 1). Accordingly, time is set aside at the beginning 
of each audit for the Committee to discuss the audit scope, testing and timing, and to gain from 
the Auditor a better understanding of the audit process. 

 
Fiscal Impact: 
$44,430 – per Audit Engagement Letter with Maze and Associates - $34,800 for the audit, 
$5,430 for the Board requested additional procedures and $4,200 for the single audit, if required. 
 
Strategic Plan Alignment: 
Finance – 4.G.  Produce annual financial statements and supporting documentation to allow 
outside auditors to provide the District with unqualified audit opinions. 
 
The annual financial report is a benefit to District customers as it demonstrates the District’s 
commitment to financial accountability and transparency. 
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